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ST. LANDRY PARISH COUNCIL 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5th, 2025 

OLD CITY MARKET, 131 W. BELLEVUE ST. 

OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA 

 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

1. Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere called this meeting of the Public Works Committee  

of the St. Landry Parish Council to order. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance & Invocation was led by Councilman Wayne Ardoin. 

 

3. Roll Call:  Nancy Carriere, Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, 

Wayne Ardoin and Jimmie Edwards.   ABSENT: Ex-Officio Jody White.  

 

4. Person to address the Committee: 

 

Ms. Allison Moran addressed the council.  She stated, “I am Allison Moran.  I live at 211 

Florida Street, Krotz Springs, LA.  70750.  I am here to ask you all to consider me for the 

District 6 Public Works appointment that Mr. Allen Cox vacated.  I brought him with me the 

last time I was here.  He wanted to get it out that I have applied for that position.  Please 

consider me for that position.  That is it, thank you.” 

 

5. Public Works Report: 

 

Mr. Barry Soileau, Public Works Director stated, “For the month of October we:  

 

Boomed Axed   4  Roads 

Culvert Insulation   9  Roads 

Debris Removal  38 Roads 

Ditching   6 Roads 

Grading 48 Roads 

Grass Cutting      31 Roads 

Material Spreading  4 Roads 

Pot Hole Patching 11 Roads 

Sign Installation  28 Roads 

Tree Removal   7 Roads 

Washout   8 Roads 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilman Jimmie Edwards 

to accept the Public Works Report. 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT: None.  ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion carried. 

 

6. Forward all applications received for two appointments for a two-year term to Fire 

District No. 1  (12-20-2025  12-20-2027) 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Mildred Thierry, seconded by Councilman Wayne 

Ardoin to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, November 19th, 2025 all 

applications received for two appointments to Fire District No. 1.  (12-20-2025 – 12-20-2027). 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

 

7. Authorize the Council Clerk to advertise for one appointment for the remainder of a  

four-year term to Public Works Commission District Six   (12-16-2022 – 12-16-2026). 
  

A motion was made by Councilman Jimmie Edwards, seconded by Councilwoman            

Mildred Thierry to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, November 19th, 2025 to 
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authorize the Council Clerk to advertise for one appointment for the remainder of a four-year 

term to Public Works Commission District Six.   (12-16-2022 – 12-16-2026). 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

 

8. Authorize the Council Clerk to advertise for two appointments for a one-year term to 

Fire District No. 7.  (11-18-2025 – 11-18-2026). 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilwoman            

Mildred Thierry to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, November 19th, 2025 to 

authorize the Council Clerk to advertise for two appointments for a one-year term to Fire 

District No. 7.  (11-18-2025 – 11-18-2026). 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

 

9. Discuss the Mobile Home Ordinance.  

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “Everybody has a copy of the New Mobile Home 

Ordinance.  It prohibits manufactured homes and mobile homes from being located on these 

nine parish roads.  It grandfathers in mobile homes and manufactured homes that are already 

located on those roads.  Overtime this ordinance can be amended to add roads to it as the 

council wants to do.  This will be introduced two weeks from today but everybody gets to look 

at it this evening to see what they like about it or don’t like about it or what have you.  It takes 

effect on the date that it is passed and it does grandfather in mobile home and manufactured 

home that are already located on those roads.  If you have any questions about this ordinance 

that you are reading right now you can ask them.” 

 

Councilman Timmy Lejeune questioned, “I haven’t been here but why is it limited to these 9 

roads?  What is the specific point?  Why wasn’t it done on a parish wide scale?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “It was the decision of the council to pick out certain 

roads and prohibit mobile homes and manufactured homes on those roads.  It would be like our 

Speed Limit Ordinance where it could be amended and changed from time to time if the 

council wants to add to this list.  We had a mobile home ordinance that was at the Public 

Hearing last month and the council pulled it in favor of this kind of ordinance which would 

pick out certain roads and prohibit them on those roads.  The roads that appear on that 

ordinance is purely the decision of the council in each district.  I think these roads are in Ms. 

Mildred’s District perhaps.” 

 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Mr. Lejeune the reason for this is because these 

streets are all part of a subdivision.  A subdivision where when the land was purchased they 

were given restrictions and those restrictions were followed until a couple of months ago when 

a mobile home was allowed in there simply because the restrictions are not enforced by 

anyone.  Parish Government don’t enforce restrictions but we were advised if we would do it 

this way it would be a way of keeping out what happened a couple of months ago.  So that is 

why we have these particular roads.” 

 

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “Now that you are saying that I remember thank you.” 

 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Thank you and if anyone else have some roads or 

streets in their area we can always add them to this ordinance because we will have this in 

place and we can amend it.  I would appreciate your support on this ordinance when it comes 

up because I would hate to see this continue to happen because we don’t have any ordinance in 

place for the parish to stand on to do this.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere questioned, “I noticed you did manufactured 

homes is that the same as Modular Homes or will it be anything that have a wheel or has to be 

brought in that is restricted?” 
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Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “It would anything that is made of one piece, a 

mobile home which have wheels or a manufactured home, we all know what manufactured 

homes look like.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Manufactured and modular and trailer are three 

different types.” 

 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “We need to make sure all three are named.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “What we can do is list it as mobile homes, 

manufactured homes, modular homes.  So there will be three of them, mobile home, 

manufactured homes and modular homes.  Two weeks from now it will be up for introduction 

with that change in it.  Then one month from that it will be ready for Public Hearing and the 

council can vote whether or not to pass it.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “Counselor, shouldn’t we have a 

definition for modular homes?  If you have manufacturers that builds like Manual Builders in 

Eunice it is a complete house, is that a modular home?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Not that is not a modular home.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “That is why we need definitions.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “When we redid all of the mobile homes that are 

inside of the subdivision we can take those definitions and plug it into this ordinance if you 

want.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “I understand what you are saying 

but my question is this:  If their homes are built off sight and moved and put on piers is that 

illegal now?  Would that be illegal then?  That is why we need definitions what a modular 

home is, don’t you think?” 

 

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “If Thibodeaux Builders built a home down the road in a 

curb and someone goes and says I like the 3 bed room home and I would give you $50,000.00 

for it and I would get someone to move it on the location of my property.  It is a completely 

good home but that is not a modular or trailer house it is a fully constructed residential home.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “A home on blocks.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “It could be set on a slab I guess.” 

 

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “It comes on a truck with wheels just like a trailer.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “But there are no wheels on it once 

they unload it.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “Right, it is a small house that is transported on a 

house trailer.  Did you all want to include that in the ordinance?” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “I don’t think that we are 

connecting here.  Timmy gave an example of a three bed room home that is built in Eunice LA.  

I say that I want that home and I live in this particular subdivision.  Is it allowed to move that 

home in there and set it up?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “I would say yes.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “I know what you would say but we 

have to be more specific about this is my point, don’t you think?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “In our ordinances for mobile homes located inside 

of a subdivision we have definitions for modular homes, manufactured homes and mobile 
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homes.  We can use that definition in this ordinance for modular homes, manufactured homes 

and mobile homes. 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “Thank you.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Even some pictures with the definition.  I 

think sometimes people are confused on what they look like.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I think that gentleman on the back row in the audience 

wants to speak.  Do you want to get up and speak sir on this ordinance?  I saw that you had put 

your hand up.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Please fill out a speaker form and I will 

call you up to come and address the council.  Garett are you going to make the corrections and 

bring it back to the council.”  

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “Yes, I will alter the ordinance so it will be ready to 

be introduced.  In one month from now it will go into Public Hearing so the council can vote 

on it.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown questioned, “These nine streets that are listed on this ordinance are 

they located west of HWY 167?” 

 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Yes, two of them are located at what is known as 

Kokomo.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “Thank you very much.” 

 

10. Forward to Full Council Resolution No. 036-2025. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilman Alvin 

Stelly to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, November 19, 2025 to Adopt 

Resolution No. 036-2025. 
On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 036-2025 

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Legislature enacted requirements for solar power 

generation facilities in Louisiana, in Title 30, Chapter 12, Renewable Energy, of the 

Louisiana Revised Statutes, contained in LA R.S. 30:1131, et seq, and these statutes 

became effective on August 1, 2025. 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I would like for Mr. Duplechain to explain what this 

Resolution is all about.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “The Louisiana Legislature enacted requirement for 

Solar Power Farms and was made effective on August 1, 2025.  All Solar Farms that are 

constructed after January 1st, 2026 on a 75 acer or more would fall into these requirements.  

These are citing requirement that are enforced by a Louisiana Department of Conservation and 

Energy.  Parish Governments that have already passed Solar Farm Ordinances can opt out of 

these requirement that are to be enforced by the Louisiana Department of Conservation and 

Energy.  They have to opt out by Resolution is what this Statue says so that is what this 

Resolution does.  We have our citing requirements for these Solar Farms and we have the 

citing requirements that will be used by the State of Louisiana.  They do different somewhat as 

far as the fence around the Solar Farm.  We require limited lighting on the Solar Farm and 

there is a 300 feet set back from the nearest residence for their requirements.  There is a 150 

feet set back from the center of the road for our requirement and a 50 foot set back from the 
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edge of the road for their requirements so the requirement are different from ours to an extent.  

The Department of Conservation and Energy enforcing this would remain with Parish 

Government to enforce these citing requirements and control these Solar Farms to meet our 

requirements.   At the council meeting two weeks from now if the council passes the 

Resolution the original will have to be sent to the Louisiana Department of Conservation and 

Energy.  Once you do that then we would opt out their side of requirements.  Of Course we 

will contact them to let them know that the Resolution is coming.  The deciding requirements 

will remain enforced by the parish as citing requirements instead of having the State Of 

Louisiana do it for us which will of course benefit the parish by us retaining control over these 

Solar Farms.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Mr. Duplechain do you had a copy of the Louisiana 

Rules and Regulations?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “I have a copy of the State of Louisiana Citing 

Requirements and I have a copy of the St. Landry Parish Ordinance with our Citing 

Requirements, I have both.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “The one with the state can you give us a copy before 

the next meeting?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “Our Clerk can make a copy of it before the next 

meeting.  I have it right here.  The citing requirements and enforcing them will remain with St. 

Landry Parish instead of having the state come.  That is what this is, the state goes by and see 

that the parish have an opportunity to opt out of the citing requirements of Louisiana 

Department of Conservation and Entergy and keep our own citing requirement.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I read this and I understood it a little bit then you have 

explained it.  We need a copy of what the states require so that we can see if it matches what 

we have is that right?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Mr. Ardoin, basically the ordinance that we passed 

the state just mirrors that.  The only thing is if we let the state do it all then we would have to 

go back to the state every year if we want to change something.  If we keep it as our ordinance 

basically we can change our orders like we see fit and not rely on the state to do it for us.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “He said that is differed.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “It does have a few words in there that are different but 

the majority of it is the same but I agree a copy of it should be given out.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “There is not an extreme difference they are very 

similar.  It just leaves the control of the parish to opt out of it.” 

 

Councilman Faltery Jolivette questioned, “Mr. Duplechain, based on your knowledge of both 

ordinances which one would be more stringent ours or the state?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “There is really not a big difference.  It is pretty 

much the same.  I think the state has a setback of 50 feet from the edge of the road and ours is a 

setback of 150 feet from the center of the road so there is not a big difference.” 

 

Councilman Faltery Jolivette stated, “Very minimal differences.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “Yes.” 
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Councilman Dexter Brown questioned, “Mr. Duplechain, you said something about the 

acreage.  You said something about 75 acers.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “If it is 75 acers or more after January 1, 2026 if it 

gets constructed after January 1, 2026 it will fall in the state citing requirements.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “So what about if it is less.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “If it is less than it does not fall into it.  It only 

covers the ones that are 75 acers or more.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “I was just reading the Resolution and you all have the 

acreage on here and maybe I might be missing something.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “What the Resolution does is this:  It opts out all 

citing requirements of Louisiana Department of Conservation Energy.  It does not pick and 

choose and say if you are this many acres we will do it.  What it does is follow the statue that 

St. Landry Parish would take in full opportunity to opt out of the state requirements.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “I was just questioning why it was in the law with the 

resolution why it does not have the acreage in it.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “It does not have to have the acreage in it.  The 

statue that is stated in the resolution are the ones that will kick in if we don’t opt out of it.  

Those statues are applied by state law and contained within the statue is the 75 acre or more 

and then they would fall into a state requirements.  The parish can take its statutory opportunity 

to opt out of those citing requirements which is what the parish will be doing.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “If we opt out what is our limitation on 

acreage?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “We don’t have a limitation.”  

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “We won’t have a limitation whether it is 

a minimum or a maximum.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “That is right, we are not limited.  If we pass this 

resolution we won’t be limited in what we regulate.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “So that is one thing that is different, the 

other issues is that I am with Mr. Ardoin, I would like to see the difference to compare both 

before I would vote on this or not because we don’t have it in front of us to see the difference 

and I know that you said it was minimum but the acreage is a big difference.  The second thing 

I would like to mention is that you mentioned something about grandfathered.  I don’t know if 

this is the same with solar things with the Governor that any new solar farms that is being 

applied with the state, I don’t think it was going to be as easy so is this almost the same thing?  

I know you mentioned grandfathered in so anything that have already been done is done.  Do 

you understand my question?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “You had mentioned the Governor.  Were you 

referring to an Executive Order by the Governor?” 
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Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “It was a discussion about future Solar Farms 

in Louisiana.” 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “The future of Solar Farms in Louisiana will be 

decided over the next decade.  I don’t know what is going to happen but St. Landry Parish will 

certainly take an opportunity to take advantage of it.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “When you talk about grandfathered in are 

you talking about the Solar Farms that are already in existence?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “I think with the mobile home ordinance I 

mentioned grandfathered in for the mobile homes that are already on those roads.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “Okay, thank you.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “Nancy I understand your question.  

The grandfathered part is this:  If we had an ordinance in place before August of 2025 then we 

have to take action to opt out of the state portion of it.  Is that correct?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “Right, if we have Solar Farms Ordinances that are 

enacted which we do then we have the green light to opt out.  If is done by Resolution so that is 

why you are looking at a Resolution.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “We would be grandfathered in is to 

answer your question.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “I know that Mr. Mark Guidry filled out a 

speaker card.  I will call him up.” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry addressed the council.  He stated, “I have a farm not far from the Bosco 

Solar Farm.” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “Ms. Chairman it is called Bombas Solar Farm.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “Can you say your first and last name.” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry stated, “My name is Mark Guidry.  My address is 2324 HWY 356, Sunset, 

LA.  I raise cattle and I have a beautiful farm on the corner of this Solar Farm not too far from 

my property.  My concern is this:  When I read the State Regulations it gives us 150 feet and it 

is very specific and they have to hire a licensed landscape company in order to do the 

landscape.  They have to plant native trees.  I would like to compare the parish ordinance to the 

state ordinance.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We have the same thing.” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry stated, “Who drafted the parish ordinance?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That was drafted probably about 3-4 years ago.  We 

used other ordinances from other parishes and combined them to make it good for us.” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry questioned, “The reason we are opting out is because of what?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “If we let the state do it like any other state statue we 

would have to wait for them to make a change, like this body could not do it.  We can make a 

request but as of right now we can change our ordinance by doing the normal procedure of a 30 
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day notice and having a Public Hearing where other than that if we let the state take over then 

they will make the rules and there is nothing that we can do about it.” 

Mr. Mark Guidry stated, “So the Parish Ordinance is less or more restrictive?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Our ordinance is in line with the State Statue and it is 

not much different.  If the council wants to change it to meet that requirement we can do it here 

instead of letting them do it.  Any kind of modifications that would be done to it after that 

would have to be done by the state and not this council.” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry stated, “So we can delay this vote until next week to give the landowners a 

chance to compare the two?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The vote is not about if they are going to do it or not 

it is just a recommendation to the full council for the third Wednesday of this month.  That vote 

there will make the difference of a Resolution to be passed.  It is just a talking point and they 

will make a recommendation to the full council.” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry stated, “So we can get a copy and we can look at them side by side.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “We requested that and I think that is what 

we wanted.  I think you are talking about your particular area and I don’t think that have come 

up.  Is this the same one from a couple of weeks ago?” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry stated, “Yes.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “Nothing has been decided I think on that.  

Your particular area what you are concerned about is just an ordinance to discuss the Solar 

Farms and the rules and regulations and what the legislature have enacted verses what we are 

going to do as far as the ordinance and resolution.” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry stated, “If it is passed or if we could change the language a little bit.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The main thing is this:  If the council says ‘No’ and 

let the state do it then it is out of their hands completely.  It would be up to the state to regulate 

it and we would have them to make the changes state wide.  If we say that we want to opt out 

of the state program then it says in this body and this body makes the decision.  They can 

change it basically every other month if they wanted to make modifications to it.” 

 

Mr. Mark Guidry stated, “I understand, thank you.” 

 

Administrative Finance Chairman Harold Taylor stated, “Could we just ask Sherell to get a 

copy of the State Requirements and a copy of our ordinance to this gentleman so he can 

compare the two ordinances.  Thank you.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “We all need a copy also.  That is one of the things that we 

decided a while ago.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “I have a question for Mr. Bellard regarding our ordinance 

and the acreage.”  

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We have footage.  We have so many feet from the 

property line, so many feet from the nearest home and so many feet from the road.  It goes by 

the amount of feet from the property line or house or road.  That is why I am saying we can 

change that to make it better for people but at the same time we have to make it reasonable.  
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The one that is in Plaisance you will see that the trees are planted and it take a little while for it 

grow but all of that is in place.  That is a completed version of a Solar Farm on our ordinance.” 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “Thank you sir.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “Everyone will get a copy of the two 

ordinance to see what you all would want to read up on in two weeks.” 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 036-2025 

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Legislature enacted requirements for solar power 

generation facilities in Louisiana, in Title 30, Chapter 12, Renewable Energy, of the 

Louisiana Revised Statutes, contained in LA R.S. 30:1131, et seq, and these statutes 

became effective on August 1, 2025. 

 

WHEREAS, LA R.S. 30:1142 B., allows a parish that has adopted solar 

ordinances to opt out of the siting requirements of the Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 

30, Chapter 12 requirements for solar power generation facilities. 

WHEREAS, St. Landry Parish Government adopted ordinances for solar power 

generation facilities prior to the year 2025. 

WHEREAS, it will be beneficial to St. Landry Parish for the St. Landry Parish 

Government to use the Ordinances regulating and governing solar power generation 

facilities that have been enacted into the St. Landry Parish Code of Ordinances, and for 

St. Landry Parish government to opt out of the siting requirements for solar power 

generation facilities in Louisiana, contained in Title 30, Chapter 12, Renewable Energy, 

of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, and contained in LA R.S. 30:1131, et seq. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Landry Parish Council does hereby resolve to 

opt out of the siting requirements for solar power generation facilities in Title 30, Chapter 

12, Renewable Energy, of the Louisiana Revised Statutes, contained in LA R.S. 30:1131, 

et seq, as per LA R.S. 30:1142 B., which allows a parish that has adopted solar 

ordinances to opt out of the siting requirements of the Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 

30, Chapter 12 requirements for solar power generation facilities. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the St. Landry Parish Council does 

hereby resolve to forward an original copy of this resolution to the Louisiana Department 

of Conservation and Energy. 

 

11. Forward to Full Council Resolution No. 037-2025. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilwoman 

Mildred Thierry to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, November 19, 

2025 to Adopt Resolution No. 037-2025. 
On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “The inspection of the bridges and roads according 

to the standards is delegated by Louisiana Department of Transportation Development to St. 

Landry Parish.  St. Landry Parish will perform all interim inspections on all parish-owned or 

maintained bridges in accordance with bridge inspection standards and specifications.  All 

bridges that are owned and maintained by the parish will be structurally analyzed and rated by 

the parish as to the safe load capacity in accordance with the American Association of State 

Highway and Transportation Official Manual for Bridge Evaluation.  All parish owned or 

maintained bridges which require load posting or closing will be posted.  All bridges owned or 

maintained by the parish are shown on the attached list.  All bridges owned or maintained by 

the parish are accessible to DOTD for all routine bridge inspection.  Parish will clear 

vegetation as required upon DOTD request.  These stipulations are prerequisites to 

participation by the parish in the off-system bridge replacement program.  DOTD is delegating 

to the parish inspection of the bridges to make sure they are in accordance with the standards to 
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make sure that the bridges are safe.  The parish have a duty with DOTD and a Resolution is 

required for that.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Is the date on that is correct.  It says January 1, 2025 

December 31, 2025. 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “It have to be done in the year of 2025.  So I am 

assuming the dates are correct.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Okay, what is happening now Mr. Bellard.  Do you 

have Bridge Inspectors on board?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes we do the same thing like we use to do.  We have 

an inspector that goes out and inspect the bridges.  Then the state comes in and does their 

inspection.  It is just a matter of the Off System Bridge Replacement Program that we always 

had.  It is the same thing.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “So nothing really changed.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Nothing have changed.” 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 037-2025 

 

WHEREAS, the Code of Federal Regulations, as enacted by the United States 

Congress, mandates that all structures defined as bridges located on all public roads shall be 

inspected, rated for safe load capacity, and posted in accordance with the National Bridge 

lnspection Standards, and that an inventory of these bridges be maintained by each state; and 

WHEREAS, the responsibility to inspect, rate, and load post those bridges under the 

authority of St. Landry Parish, in accordance with those Standards, is delegated by the 

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development to St. Landry Parish. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PARISH OF ST. LANDRY 

PARISH, LOUISIANA, convened in Regular Session on the 19th day of November that it does 

hereby certify to the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) that 

for the period of January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025: 

1. The Parish will perform all interim inspections on all parish-owned or maintained bridges in 

accordance with the National Bridge Inspection Standards and Specifications for the National 

Bridge Inventory; 

2. All bridges owned or maintained by the Parish will be structurally analyzed and rated by the 

Parish as to the safe load capacity in accordance with the American Association of State 

Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Manual for Bridge Evaluation. The load 

posting information that has been determined by DOTD for all bridges where the maximum 

legal load under Louisiana State Law exceeds the load permitted under the operating rating as 

determined above will be critically reviewed by the Parish. Load posting information will be 

updated by the Parish to reflect all structural changes, any obsolete structural ratings, or any 

missing structural ratings; 

3. All Parish-owned or maintained bridges, which require load posting or closing, will be load 

posted or closed in accordance with the table in the DOTD Load Rating Directives. All DOTD 

supplied load posting information concerning a bridge has been critically reviewed by the 

Parish Engineer prior to load posting; and 
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4. All bridges owned or maintained by the Parish are shown on the attached list in the format 

specified by the DOTD. Corrections to data supplied to the Parish by the DOTD are noted. 

5. All bridges owned and maintained by the Parish are accessible to DOTD for all routine  

Bridge inspections. Parish will clear vegetation as required upon DOTD request. 

These stipulations are prerequisites to participation by the Parish in the Off-System Bridge 

Replacement Program. 

 

12. Forward to Full Council Resolution No. 038-2025. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilwoman 

Mildred Thierry to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, November 19, 

2025 to Adopt Resolution No. 038-2025. 
On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 038-2025 

 

WHEREAS, Byron Briggs has made many contributions to the St. Landry Parish 

community and is recognized for his commitment and efforts to improve access to local 

recreation. 

WHEREAS, to recognize and honor the contributions Byron Briggs has made to 

the St. Landry Parish community and to improve access to local recreation, the St. Landry 

Parish Council resolves to rename the Grimmett Canal the Byron Briggs Boat Launch. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the St. Landry Parish Council, that the 

Grimmett Canal is hereby renamed the Byron Briggs Boat Launch. 

THIS RESOLUTION ADOPTED ON THE 19th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2025.  

 

13. Discuss any other business properly brought before this committee. 

 

Mr. Carl Lindon addressed the council.  He stated, “My name is Mr. Carl Lindon.  I live at 

490 Carrington Place.  I want to ask Mr. Bellard a question.  How do we go about getting this 

started on Carrington Place?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Do you live on the north side or the south side?” 

 

Mr. Carl Lindon stated, “On the north side.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Okay, so Public Works is in process.  I think the 

culverts are already put down.  Now it is just a matter of going on the property and getting the 

road up to some kind of a standard to where we can put some material on it.  On the other side 

of it will take a change of an ordinance for that to take place.” 

 

Mr. Carl Lindon stated, “I was not worried about them.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “All we have to do now is send a Motor Grader over 

there and put some material out and it will be a lot better.” 

 

Mr. Carl Lindon stated, “Okay, that is what I came here tonight for to see if they were moving 

forward on it or not.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes Sir, the culverts should be down and everything 

should be ready to go.” 

 



12 

 

Mr. Carl Lindon stated, “Okay, thank you all very much.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere questioned, “Is that one of the roads that the parish 

will take on?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes, we did the same thing.  The taxes were never 

paid on it.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Is that Melvin Joubert?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Right but on the north side not the first one but the 

second one that they built.  The first one is different.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I wish we could do the in Fleur Des Coteau.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I have a plan.  I was going to talk to you all about that 

and bring it to you all by the next council meeting.  I think we have to do something and I 

know it is not going to be looked at by some people as a good thing but the people who live 

down these roads and there are enough homes down these roads I think we owe it to them 

because they do pay taxes like everybody else.  If they got shafted on a deal I don’t think we 

should let them suffer because there are issues as well as the one that you just talked about, 

Fleur Des Coteau where as an ambulance or a fire or a emergency vehicle can not get down 

that road and it becomes a life safety issue and I think that we should address that.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “It is a health issue.  The drainage district just did some 

work in the back of that subdivision to help that subdivision drain more for those parish roads.  

So you are using some parish money there, some tax payer’s money and it is their money plus 

the people that live around there that pay taxes.”  

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I think if we look at it in a way it is going to enhance 

the whole community not just one section.  It will make everybody’s property value go up.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I look at Annointing Drive.  They did not pay their taxes 

on that and now it is a parish road, am I correct?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “It is adjudicated property but yes.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “It is adjudicated property but it is being taken care of by 

the parish.  This other property that you are talking about is the same thing.  We have some 

other roads in the parish that have the same thing.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “We look forward to seeing what you have by 

the next meeting or will you be working up a plan to present to us?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I will be putting an ordinance together to give to you 

all at the next meeting to look at it to see if we can introduce it and talk about it and see if we 

have to make changes.  I think that we need to do something on some of these roads because 

we have to give people a better way of life and starting with the road I think that is the bear 

minimum.  A lot of these people could not afford to buy property and a lot of these property 

owners took advantage of them, I am sorry that is just what happened.  I don’t think that it is 

fair.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Speaking about Fleur Des Coteau I have the history on 

that one Mr. Bellard.  The attorneys that did the sale did not explain to those people that they 

owned one-half of that road.  Then the person that started that subdivision was asked at a 

Police Jury Meeting to let us take the road into the system and he did not want to let us take the 

road into the system.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I remember seeing the minutes to the meeting and we 

talked about that.” 
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Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “That is what happened and that is how those people got 

took.  They have to bring their garbage cans all the way to HWY 31.  I am talking about 

pulling it one-half of a mile behind their cars.” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I know on Rue Joubert they had to transport an 

individual on the back of their truck to get to the ambulance because the ambulance could not 

get down there.  We should not be in that situation in this day and age.  I think that we need to 

do something about it and help as much as we can and just do what we can as far as we can.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Thank you.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “We look forward to seeing that.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “Speaking of a better way of life this request goes out to 

Mr. Bellard and Mr. Barry Soileau.  We have a problem on the exit of I-49 and HWY 190 

West.  That is 100% DOTD but I am trying to avoid a major crash on I-49 southbound.  When 

you exit off of the exit ramp and you want to come to Opelousas westbound or you would like 

to make a left and go to east of Port Barre there is a back-up on that ramp.  A couple of weeks 

ago I took the shoulder because it was backed up.  I am requesting that the DOTD do a survey 

on putting a red stop light at that intersection whereas east and westbound on HWY 190 stops 

at that stop light.  That would allow the traffic coming south bound off of that exit ramp to 

make a left to go east to Port Barre.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We can make a request with the state and talk to 

Brandon to see what is needed.  I am pretty sure that it will involve studies, you know how that 

is.  We can at least start the process with them.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “I would love for the process to be started and no lives to 

be lost regarding that situation.  Whenever I-49 got developed I don’t know what happened or 

why they did not make the loop like going to east of Port Barre.  I am 100% for safety.  I 

would like for DOTD to do some type of study so that can be corrected due to the fact that I 

don’t want one single life to be lost at that intersection because in the past there have been lives 

lost.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We will make a request.” 

 

Councilman Alvin Stelly questioned, “Mr. Bellard, I am not sure if it was last year or the year 

before but did we pass an ordinance if you break a road you fix it?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We do have an ordinance in place.  They have to 

come and get a road use permit and we will do an inspection prior to and after.  If there are any 

damages to it they will have to pay for the damages.” 

 

Councilman Alvin Stelly questioned, “What happens when they tear up our roads like they are 

doing right now.  I don’t have nothing against a Cane Farmer but they are tearing up our roads 

with those one hundred thousand pound trucks, those roads cannot take that.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I know, I can just tell you that we can try but the 

farmers have a lot of exemptions.  My take on it is this:  We talked about this before.  If they 

can load off of a state road that is what they need to do.  I think that is where we need to start 

pushing it if we need to draft an ordinance for that to take place I think that we need to do it.  If 

we don’t we will lose a lot of our roads.  We talked about this a couple of years ago because 

they were parking on the side of our roads and breaking up the sides of the road.  the ones that 

were doing it they stopped doing it so we are okay there but now they are traveling on some 

roads that we just did and of course one-hundred thousand pound loads are not going to do 

good on these roads.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “One at a time please, are you finished Mr. 

Stelly?” 

 

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “I just wanted to ask because they are still parking on the side 

of the road.  Some places they don’t have any place to park.” 
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Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I can look at that ordinance again that we pulled to 

see if we can re-draft it.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Mr. Bellard, like I told you about Tom Schexnayder’s 

Road, it is like rolling up carpet there.  They are coming out of there with these loads and the 

road is falling apart.  How much money have we spent on that road three years ago? About 

$200,000.00 - $300,000.00.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “A couple of hundred-thousand of dollars, yes, at least 

that.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Going back to Mr. Brown, when Bill Fontenot was Parish 

President here the state was doing a study.  We attended a meeting at DOTD in Baton Rouge 

and they were supposed to do a study or come up with a clover leaf for I-49 and HWY 190 

intersection.  Where that is at I don’t know but that was when Bill Fontenot was Parish 

President.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I had a meeting yesterday with the DOTD Secretary.  

We got good information from him that we can start utilizing.  I think that it will be a good 

time to call that person and see where are we at with that one.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “They had the big maps and everything was out.” 

 

Councilman Dexter Brown stated, “I just want to ask if I can get someone to make a motion 

on what I suggested?” 

 

 Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That would be a good thing for a Resolution from the 

council.” 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilwoman Mildred 

Thierry to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, November 19th, 2025 to authorize 

Legal Counsel to create a Resolution for a caution light to be placed at the exit of I-49 and 

HWY 190 west. 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

 

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “Mr. Bellard, I just wanted to bring it to your attention 

that a lot of these Cane Farmers are using our parish roads as a cut across.  Hypolite Miller 

Road is an interstate now so it has to stop.  When they go back to New Iberia they leave a mess 

behind.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We had looked at this before.  As you all know we 

have tried to give them an opportunity to basically govern themselves and understand what our 

issues were.  Obviously it is not working anymore.  I think we have to take a stance with an 

ordinance and adhere to the ordinance.” 

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “It has been at least six months since we have 

heard anything about HWY 182 on the Washington Road.  The ditches are horrible on both 

sides.  Whatever they can do on one side both sides have to be cleaned.  There is overgrown 

vegetation and trash by the Dollar Store.  There is a chair in the ditch and standing water.  I 

have called the state but if you want to reinforce that I would appreciate it.” 

 

14. Adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilman Jimmie Edwards 

adjourn the Public Works Committee. 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion carried. 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY THE FOREGOING TO BE EXACT AND TRUE  

KAREN BARLOW, ASSISTANT COUNCIL CLERK 


