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{SECOND MEETING}                                                                                                                              

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE                                                                                     

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1st,  2025                                                                                                                    

6 O’CLOCK PM                                                                                                                                      

OLD CITY MARKET, 131 W. BELLEVUE ST.                                                                                                            

OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA  

AGENDA 

MEMBERS:  Nancy Carriere, Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier,                                   

Wayne Ardoin, and Jimmie Edwards.  Ex-Officio: Jody White.  

1. Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere called this meeting of the Public Works 

Committee of the St. Landry Parish Council to order. 

 

2. Roll Call:  Nancy Carriere, Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and 

Jimmie Edwards.  Ex-Officio:  Jody White.  ABSENT:  Alvin Stelly. 

 

3. Persons to Address Committee:                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “Before the Broadband representative 

speak I will invite Mr. Eli Landry to come up and speak.” 

Mr. Eli Landry addressed the council.  He stated, “My name is Eli Landry.  I live at 309 

Water Tower Road, 337-363-5735. I am here for the same purpose that I have been coming 

for and nothing have been done.  For the drainage I have from the AFCS office where it has 

to be dug but the parish has a copy.  Tim Marks put it in the filing cabinet and I was there 

when he did it.  If it was not taken out it is there but I feel that it was taken out.  Who is 

responsible if we tear our vehicles from the limbs and the crap that is along the road?  Does 

the parish president get sued or the whole council?” 

Public Work Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “Garett would you like to answer that 

question.” 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “If you have any damage to your property that 

you think the Parish Government is responsible for you can consult with an attorney.  The 

attorney can advise you to that matter.  I represent the council and I can’t advise you 

against the Parish Government but if you think damage was done to your property and the 

parish government is responsible you can consult with an attorney to see what his advice 

is.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “If I was 40 I would understand you but I don’t.  I have been trying 

to get the limbs cut but the bad part about it is this:  When you are able bodied you don’t 

depend on the parish because the parish does not do their work, you do it yourself and I 

can’t do it anymore.  The boys cut the trees for the tornado and after the tornado they had 

trees hanging on the road and they cut that off also.  They hauled 5 loads and I hauled 5 

loads but they hauled more.  I quit because I could not go any more.  They hauled it with a 

gooseneck trailer.  Next time we had some stuff and a man came over and he did a good 

job and he cleaned for the parish.  If I would have waited on the parish truck to come and 

do it then it would have never been done.  It will be done, we will tear up our equipment 

and we will have a lawsuit.  I will not tear up my camper to have Jessie Bellard buy a 

tennis court or whatever it is just to make him big dog, it won’t happen.”   

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I have a question.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “I have the floor.” 

Public Works Chairlady Nancy Carriere stated, “Point of Order.” 
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Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I have a question related to the road.  Where are 

the trees located?  Are they on that Public Roadway or on the driveway that goes on your 

field?” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “On the Public Roadway.” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “On the Public Road way.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “Yeah.” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Not in your field.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “No it is not my field.  My field is clean.  My side is clean.” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “If there are trees that are leaning over onto the 

roadway on our roadway.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “Yes, I told you that last time.” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “No.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “You have amnesia.” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “If there are trees that are leaning over onto the 

roadway and it will hinder traffic you don’t have to worry about that.  It will be taken care 

of but I am not going on private property like you want us to do.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “No, I did not tell you that Jessie.  I always said that it was on the 

side of the road.  My property is clean.” 

Public works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Mr. Bellard, you are aware of his 

situation?  Will you go and check it out.  He is on the road.  Mr. Landry you have made it 

clear that you have that issue.  I am sure that Mr. Soileau and Mr. Bellard is going to go 

and check it out.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “I have another issue.  On May 7 he said he would not do nothing 

for me because I am never satisfied.  No you tell me when I was never satisfied.  You have 

never done nothing since you have been president, nothing.” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “So you are correct.  I stop answering your phone 

calls and I stop dealing with you because everything that we do is never good enough for 

you so I don’t waste my time.  So this is what I am going to do if there are branches that are 

coming over that road and it will hinder traffic I will go and see about it.  So it is just that 

simple.” 

Mr. Eli Landry stated, “Thank you very much.” 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Okay Mr. Landry, I am sure they get 

to it.  Thank you.  We have a representative with the Broadband to give us an update on the 

project.” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Madam Chairman, I have Sarah with APC.  She is 

going to give us an update on what we are doing as a parish for St. Landry.  I think she may 

be able to enlighten us on some other stuff with broadband.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband addressed the council.  She stated, “Good evening my 

name is Sarah Garry and I am with the Acadian Planning Commission.  Jessie had ask me 

to come over today to update you all on the NTIA Broadband Grant that we have that will 

serve broadband to St. Landry Parish.  We have two providers for you all, LUS Fiber is 

handling the disbursement in the town of Eunice and Allen’s Communications is handling 

the Grand Coteau, Sunset area.  I have updates for two different places and Eunice will go 

first.  Basically in Eunice there are both overhead and underground.  The just got the 

clearance from SLEMCO to start running the overhead fiber lines through the town of 

Eunice.  They are finishing up with LSU-E which is going to be their HUB for that area.  I 

think they are waiting for some final paperwork before they can light everything up.  I do 
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know that LSU-E have the service right now with them.  In order to light up the customers 

within the town they have to get that paperwork all settled with the university. 

Councilman Ken Marks questioned, “You mentioned Allen Cable doing the Sunset area.  

There range of Customer Service is further out than Sunset because I live in one of those 

areas.  My question is this:  Are we on the list in the eastern part of I-49 going toward the 

Atchafalaya of getting some services.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “I will talk about our NTIA Grant first then I can 

answer that later if that is okay with you.” 

Councilman Ken Marks stated, “Yes, that is fine.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “As far as the Allen’s side they are the Sunset 

Grand Coteau area.  This particular grant does not go all the way up to the Judson Walsh 

Exit.  As of September 2, 2025 they have laid about 172 miles of fiber in the ground.  They 

do have customers turned on and I don’t have the exact number but they have turned some 

customers on.  There are a couple of straggler blocks that they had to wait for equipment 

and some cabinets to come in before they can finish that work.  For the NTIA Potion of the 

evening I will say that grant is our grant and it is a $30,000,000.00 grant and it does close 

out in February 2026.  LUS Fiber starts in the Scott area and they go up to Eunice, Church 

Point, all the way up to Ville Platte, so they kind of make that ark and Allen is more in this 

area.  So fiber will be laid and they will have the ability to turn customers on and we will 

be finished our portion of the grant by February 2026.  Now to answer your question, there 

are a multitude of broadband programs that have come out.  I do know some parish 

governments use their funds to partner with an ISP Cable Provider in order to run fiber in 

areas.  I know that St. Martin Parish used their upper funds and partnered with Cajun 

Broadband and they ran fiber that way.  We did the NTIA Grant and the state had bead 

what I call 1.0 which was a subset of state funds that they used.  

Councilman Ken marks stated, “The GUMBO Packet.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “Yes, GUMBO, The office of Broadband ran 

that particular program.  After the NTIA Grant came out and they had the new IJA there 

were lots of broadband funding for that.  So the state got about 1.2 or 1.3 billion dollars of 

what is called bead funding.  The state was the first out of the gate to get their five year 

plan as well as their bead plan done and summited to NTIA in order to get approval.  The 

new administration came in and changed some of the rules as far as the bead program was 

concerned.  The state, although they had by the time the administration had come in they 

had an approved Bead Plan and they had to walk that back a bit to make the changes that 

the current administration was requiring of them.  It is my understanding that they have 

since then made those changes and I am not 100% sure and they have gotten the approval 

from NTIA to continue with it.  It is actually dubbed GUMBO 2.0 so it will be similar to 

the first round of GUMBO funds that deployed except with the first round they allow the 

ISP’s to dictate the areas they wanted to bid on. With GUMBO 2.0 the state required that 

all requirements be met and I will be honest with you there will be areas where the benefits 

do not out weight the cost and they will not have broadband but there are some other 

options as far as satellite that can be deployed.” 

Councilman Ken Marks questioned, “Do municipalities have an opportunity for that?” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “How GUMBO 2.0 is going to work is this way:  

The state actually drew out the area and they will put that out to bid to the different ISP’s.  

The ISP’s are those internet service providers who can bid on those areas base off of what 

their capabilities are as far as deploying is concerned.  I am not quite sure.  The reason the 

state did that is to insure that they were not just getting just the good area they were also 

getting some area that were hard to get to.” 

Councilman Ken Marks stated, “The reason that I am asking is because I represent District 

6 which covers Port Barre and Krotz Springs via 190 east.  The map that you are talking 

about are we on that map?” 
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 Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “I don’t know.  I can tell you that you can go to 

the office of Broadband.  It talks about their Bead Program.  If you pull that up and scroll to 

the bottom there is a drop down menu and one of those areas will have a link to an actual 

map.  You can type in an address and it will allow you to see if there is a provider in your 

area.  You can also do this through the FCC’s website also.  The FCC will tell you who 

your current provider is.  The office of Broadband website will allow you to see if there is 

GUMBO 1.0 funds deployed in that area and who those funds were deployed to.  I don’t 

know if they have actually bid out GUMBO 2.0 funds or not.  If they have you can get all 

of that information for who potentially it was awarded too.” 

Councilman Ken Marks stated, “In a timeframe I presume.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “I don’t know.” 

Councilman Ken Marks stated, “I currently have service with Allen Cable for internet and 

they are telling me yes it is coming but they just don’t know when.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “With the previous administration there were 

some hard deadlines.  I don’t know if those deadlines had carried over with the current 

administration guidance that had them change certain things.” 

Councilman Ken Marks stated, “The schools, post office and some businesses are the ones 

that are suffering the most from this service.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “Right, so the way the program is structured is 

that they are considered critical infrastructure.  Before you can deploy to someone’s house 

you will have to be able to deploy to the critical infrastructure like the post office, hospital, 

schools and those types of things.” 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry questioned, “I have a major concerns.  I was the one who 

requested that we have someone with broadband come before the council.  Two or three 

years ago there was a big meeting held in Sunset and they said everyone in the rural area 

would eventually get broadband.  All of this time has passed and I represent District 4 and I 

know for a fact that some of the area like Grand Prairie area, Frilot-Cove area and the 

Plaisance Area did not receive access to broadband in that area.  I am not hearing anymore 

about it.  I want to know and I heard you name some areas would these areas be somehow 

included?” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “They are not included in our NCIA Grant.  The 

whole point of the one billion dollars that the state received in Bead Funding was to insure 

that Broadband Fiber Internet Service was provided state wide.  I could not tell you the area 

that you indicated who the internet service providers are.  If any of the providers were 

awarded GUMBO 1.0 funds and what that looks like as far as GUMBO 2.0 is concerned.  

Like I was telling Mr. Marks you can definitely go to the office of Broadband website and 

there is a map.  You can type in an address that you know and you can see if GUMBO 1.0 

Funds were awarded and who is the internet service provider and if any funds were 

awarded from GUMBO 2.0.” 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “What I am trying to find out is this:  Is this 

project completed, the project that started 2-3 years ago?  Who can give me an answer to 

that?  Have it been completed?” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “I am not sure what projects you are talking 

about.  Our NCIA Project is not completed but it does not serve the areas that you spoke 

about specifically.” 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “You mentioned Eunice.  Do you all have all of 

the Eunice Area?” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “LUS Fiber is going to deploy in the Eunice 

area.” 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Is that the only area that you all are coming into 

in St. Landry Parish?” 
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Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “That is the only area that LUS Fiber is coming 

into in St. Landry Parish.  The other areas that are being deployed is through Allen’s 

Communication and they are Grand Coteau, Sunset and somewhat up, not all the way up to 

the Judson Walsh Exit off of I-19.  They do not come into the City of Opelousas.  They do 

not go out far for Ms. Thierry’s area.” 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “The portions in the city of Opelousas are doing going 

to go out for bid?  Does ATT have it wrapped up?  Where do we stand with that?” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “I don’t operate the Bead Program.  I can only 

talk to you as to what I know.  I am not really involved in the Bead Program I just know 

about it because the state communicate with us.  As far as I know with the Bead Funds 2.0 

they were a well-covered area.  The state actually drew out the service area that will go up 

for bid to the internet service provider.” 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Have that been done yet?” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “I don’t think that have been done yet but I am 

not 100% sure because I have not kept my ear to the ground with that.  The last thing I 

heard from the state was based off of the current administration change in the programing 

rules they had to go back and adjust the Bead plan.  The Bead Plan is basically their 

funding plan.  How are we going to deploy this one billion dollars?  They had to go back 

and change some of the things within that plan and it had to be submitted to NCIA because 

that is the Federal Organization that oversees that program.  As you all know if you all are 

keeping your ear to the ground on Federal Politics there have been a lot of cuts made where 

we are in a Government shut down right now so those reviews are moving very slowly.  

They could not deploy what is considered GUMBO 2.0 until that Bead Plan received re-

approval for a lack of a better term.” 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “You mentioned that you did not 

know about the bidding process.  I think some of it may have taken place.  Can you tell us 

about that?” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “GUMBO 1.0 has happen and it actually is 

being deployed now.  That could be the program that Ms. Thierry is talking about.  That 

kind of meet that time frame.  That is a state program so I don’t know a lot about it.  I can 

give you the general but I don’t know the particulars of it.  The GUMBO 2.0 obviously 

have more money involved, one billion dollars.  Instead of allowing the internet service 

providers dictated the area the state actually dictated the area for them that they will put out 

for bid.” 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “About 2-3 years ago the vice-

president had come to Sunset, is that a part of it?” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “That was NCIA.  That was our $30,000,000.00 

award.  Is that the award that you are talking about?” 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere started, “Yes.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “The NCIA program that we have does not go to 

the areas that you were talking about.” 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I think it was mostly for Cankton, 

Sunset area.  That is why she showed up there.” 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Do we have anything that we can try to look into 

to get into those areas where they did not reach out to.  They were told that they would be 

covered?” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “From what I understand the 2.0 is what they 

should be focusing on.  Before the company would dictate or they would file an application 

for their areas where they want to go which is the more consolidated area obviously for 

more money but 2.0 does not allow that.  That is why the state is going to be the one that is 

dictating where the new area is going to be located.” 
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Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Is it possible that they are going to be looking at 

those area, Frilot-Cove, Grand Prairie and Plaisance area?” 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I can reach out to them.” 

Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “If you go to the office of Broadband website 

there is a map on there.  If you know an address you can type it in or you can zoom in on 

the area.  The last time I looked at it the state was pretty well covered with the area that 

they were planning on to go out and bid for.” 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “When do you think the state will 

make their final decision on when these areas will be serviced?” 

 Ms. Sarah Garry with Broadband stated, “I don’t have that answer for you.  I am sorry.” 

4. Public Works Report:   

Mr. Barry Soileau, Public Works Director stated, “This is for the month of August we:  

 

Boomed Axed 7 Roads 

Culvert Installation         10 Roads 

Culvert Cleaned 2 Roads 

Debris Removal  50 Roads 

Ditching 3 Roads 

Grading 51 Roads 

Material Spreading 3  Roads 

Pot Hole Patching 25 Roads 

Shredded  45 Roads 

Sign Installation   26 Roads 

Tree Removal 7 Roads 

Washout 8 Roads 

 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilman                                 

Jimmie Edwards to accept the Public Works Report. 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and                

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT: Alvin Stelly.  ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion carried. 

 

5. Authorize the Council Clerk to advertise for two appointments for a two-year term to 

Fire District No. 1.  (12-20-2025 – 12-20-2027). 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Mildred Thierry, seconded by Councilman              

Jimmie Edwards to forward to Regular Meeting Held on Wednesday, October 15th, 2025 to 

authorize the Council Clerk to advertise for two appointments for a two-year term to Fire 

District No. 1. (12-20-2025 – 12-20-2027). 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin, and Jimmie Edwards.  

NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Alvin Stelly. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

6. Preliminary approval only for a residential subdivision “JJED TITHES, LLC being 

tract B & Tract D of the Stuart Meche Partition showing a 16.000 acre tract of land 

partitioned as lots 1-32; located on “proposed Street” off of Miller and Montgomery 

Road, final approval is contingent upon reserved detention and drainage analysis, 

Opelousas, LA. 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Mr. Bellard, do you have something on that?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes, William Jarrell is in the audience.  He can 

answer any questions and give you all a preview.” 
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William Jarrell addressed the council, “This subdivision obviously in the public hearing 

we had some people show up off of Miller Road mostly no one off of Montgomery Road 

complained about drainage issues on Miller Road. We conducted a preliminary drainage 

study. They said the road floods right there but the road travels east and crosses under a 

culvert crossing I think a 30-inch metal pipe and goes south into a bigger Cooley into Hwy 

182. A lot of that drainage is backwater and a lot of the complaints that I understood was 

from bigger rains. It is not much you can really do there, you can go put a way bigger pipe 

for the crossing but I do not know if that will necessary do anything with the effects of the 

backwater. Did the retention Ordinance pass?” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Not yet.” 

 

William Jarrell stated, “I spoke with my client and he is willing to loose portions of his lots 

to reserve detention. The way this property is shaped it is a through road from Miller Road 

straight through Montgomery and the property is turtle back. It comes up from Miller Road 

and Montgomery Road about three feet on its high point, so the drainage will go to both 

roads. We will reserve detention on each side. I cannot guarantee it will alleviate the 

drainage problems on Miller Road or Montgomery but it will not further impact. That means 

whatever water is coming off it as a pasture that means it will come after it is fully 

developed. We can only work with what we have, we might have to get with the parish and 

do some ditch cleaning on Miller Road, that will be something on my client, and the parish 

will work out and design. I will not move forward with a full impact design and drainage 

analysis until preliminary approval. Once we get preliminary approval, I give my client a 

proposal for engineering services for that design and he agrees we move forward then we 

submit plans to the parish for review engineer to approve. If everything is met then we do 

construction and as built and final approval after. He will lose some lots; we will put in 

some reserve detention. I know people will be upset but I think they more upset about the 

lots going there the size of them, which is between .4 and .5 acres. I cannot help that but I do 

not want to cause any issues with people with drainage issues I do not want that problem 

and I do not want the parish to have that problem. I just know whatever I do on this 

development I could not further impact.” 

 

Councilwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I know you did say that is not going to make it 

better but it is not going to make it worst either.” 

 

William Jarrell stated, “The current drainage. My subdivision will drain into a detention 

pond and will hold in there. Now if you get a 100-year storm or a big rain really fast I 

cannot guarantee it will not overtop. We analyze all of that in a drainage analysis from a 10-

year storm to a 100-year storm. He will be able to see when you get this much rain this is 

what it will do but it is only designed to hold a 25-year storm.” 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Mr. Jarrod you said the water will go east to Hwy 

182?” 

 

William Jarrell stated, “It is located directly across from Johnathon Boyd house. The only 

open property left, right to the East of that property 300 feet or so there is a 30 inch crossing 

the water comes down and crosses under a Cooley that cuts in those properties, a drainage 

ditch that goes to the big canal that flows East to Hwy 182.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “It will follow Longwood or it will follow the North of 

Magnolia Ridge?” 

 

William Jarrell stated, “I would have to check to see exactly where it goes but it crosses 

under Leroy Brooks and goes in between those houses straight to Hwy 182. I do not know 

where way it directs when it gets to 182.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “You have two cooley’s right there on Miller Road and 

Montgomery.” 
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William Jarrell stated, “Correct but there is exactly a bridge west of the property that this 

water does not drain to that bridge. Two separate cooley’s one coming from Montgomery 

and one coming from Miller and it will go to both.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The main statement Mr. Jarrod stated was it would 

not cause any more impact on what we have now, that is what the retention or detention 

Ordinance will be about.” 

 

William Jarrell stated, “I think we might even have a reduction 15% of the preliminary 

development.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “If it happens that is great. I think that is our 

purpose of making what we do in putting in subdivisions it does not make it worst. I agree 

maybe we can look into the 30 inch pipe or maybe go bigger but our focus on this 

subdivision is that it doesn’t make it worst and it does not affect the flow at this time.” 

 

Councilwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I remember we talked about retention ponds and 

Ordinances that is not going to apply to this situation or it will?” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “If it goes in place.” 

 

William Jarrell stated, “Tonight is preliminary approval only and then we not going to go it 

is contingent on having that in our design. If I would submit plans and there were drainage 

analysis and no retention ponds that is an X right there, send it back.” 

 

Councilwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I know we discussed a lot of the different things 

the ponds and they will have two and where they will be located and maintenance of it but I 

do not think we finished the Ordinance yet.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “The Ordinance will be introduced at our next meeting.” 

 

William Jarrell stated, “The asphalt pipe only into the public portion of the parish will be 

maintained by the parish everything else within the subdivision outside the parish right 

away new dedicated road will be maintained by HOA. It is up to the people to maintain it, 

you can police it if they not maintaining it or you can inforce it for them to maintain. Those 

notes say it in the plat and in the restrictions.” 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilwoman Vivian 

Olivier to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, October 15th, 2025 to authorize 

the Parish President to sign the Preliminary approval only for a residential subdivision 

“JJED TITHES, LLC being tract B & Tract D of the Stuart Meche Partition showing a 

16.000 acre tract of land partitioned as lots 1-32; located on “proposed Street” off of Miller 

and Montgomery Road, final approval is contingent upon reserved detention and drainage 

analysis, Opelousas, LA 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and Jimmie 

Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Alvin Stelly. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion forwarded. 

7. Discuss any other business properly brought before this committee. 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Mr. Bellard we discussed previously 

about Graham Street.  Have that been taken care of about the trailer?”  

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I believe it has been taken care of from my 

knowledge.  I am almost positive it has been. I know Karia sent some people out there.  I 

will double check tomorrow morning but I think it has been taken care of.” 
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Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “If you all could shoot me a text.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I turned in some Blighted Property 

grass.  I can’s speak to Ms. Alyssa so I thought that I would ask you about it.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Who did you turn it into?” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I gave it to Mr. Van.  I did not hear 

anything back if they were going to be addressed.”  

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I will get with Van in the morning and we will get 

back with you.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I also turned in a Blighted Property 

list to Ms. Alyssa before the restrictions.  I live next door and it was in my neighborhood 

and I don’t see anything done with the grass and it has gotten worst.  I know that we are 

about to get into winter but right now we are still in the summer months.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I will check with her in the morning and someone 

will get back to you and let you know the answers.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I had one other thing, I mentioned to 

Garett before the meeting started and I know Mr. Jarrod left but we have a lot of situations 

with solar farms but not just solar farms since we do not have zoning in our parish but on 

that I-49 corridor. I think we have to take everything into consideration being the resident 

did the partition and it is a part of the area I am just curious to know this:  Because we 

don’t have zoning is there any way that we can do an ordinance about certain situations.  

We had this with the half-way houses not being a part of the neighborhoods because we 

had people no happy with those situation.  We had a lot of area where the solar panels 

being put in that area.  I know we don’t have zoning is it legal or is there any kind of way 

that we can draw up an ordinance to restrict certain thing in our parish that would not be 

good for the parish.  For example:  If we have a problem with a blighted property.  We 

don’t have zoning but if a house needs to be torn down or dilapidated.  I am just 

wondering, can we do some kind of ordinance within a certain mile radius that maybe a lot 

of constituents could have a voice like we talked about with those half-way houses.  We do 

ordinances all of the time.  Is that an option since we don’t have zoning?  For example you 

would not want to have a big old grocery store in the middle of a subdivision or a business 

that is not favorable.  I am just wondering.  Is there anything else that we can do?” 

 

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “Yes that is called Land Use Ordinances.  Parish 

Government can Regulate Land Use anytime that they want.  The parish is not officially 

zoned.  It is 70% Agriculture woodland and a little swamp land and the rest of 30% is 

business or residential so we are not zoned.  Land Use Ordinance, we have them now and 

parish can regulate land use all day long like we have the I-49 mid-way corridor land use 

regulations for both sides of I-49 as it goes from one end of the parish to the other.  It 

regulates land use.  Interestingly those land use ordinances were recommended and 

approved by the Acadian Planning Commission and Ms. Garry who was just at that podium 

and I spoke with her a number of times and we got our I-49 Corridor Land Use Ordinance 

for both sides of I-49 which regulates what you can use that land for, preserved property 

values and controlled what the area looks like.  We can regulate land use where you have a 

subdivision where new mobile homes are not allowed in called land use.  You have very 

strict standards to try and keep salt water injection waste water wells out of St. Landry 

Parish Land Use.  Both sides of I-49 were regulated Land Use so yes we do have 
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ordinances like that on the books.  That is a form of zoning, I should not say that because it 

is land use.  That is the legal term that you have to use, land use.” 

 

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Okay Garett, I will talk to you more 

about this later.  That was short and still confusing.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Mr. Bellard, I brought it up at that last meeting when 

Mr. Van was here.  On Mayflower Drive, you all spent a bunch of money there to clean 

that property up and they started again.  Where will we go next?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The same process have to start by sending letters 

and doing the same.  It is unfortunate.  I don’t know what to do anymore because they will 

do the same thing over and over again.  I know now that we have this ordinance in place 

where we can add to their tax roll and maybe that might stop them from doing it or they 

will not pay their taxes.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “McBride Street is the same thing.  You all did not 

clean that one up like you did Mayflower.  It is starting all over again.  The neighbors are 

very disgusted and I can’t blame them.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I know that she started on that process.  It not just 

a matter of cutting grass as it is going to clean it up.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “My next question is this:  I know that Barry is going 

to look at the situation but I brought it up the last time when we had the Committee 

Meeting but it looks like Road District No. 9 Fund 42 shows that we are paying for a lot 

stuff, signed material and stuff like that.  Is all of that being used in the district or is it being 

used parish wide?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Mr. Ardoin, are you going to ask me that 

question?” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I am asking you that question.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “So the answer is going to be it is in District 9.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Oh no 50 barricades, 50 barricades.  Are they using 50 

barricades in District 9?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Whatever is charged to that district it is used in 

that district.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I am just asking you to look at it please.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Oh I will look at it now that you brought it to my 

attention.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Road signs, I can understand that.  I am talking about 

brackets and barricades and some cones.  Is that being used parish wide or just used in 

District 9.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I will look at the invoices that you are speaking 

of.” 
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Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “He has a copy of it.  Thank you.” 

 

8. Adjourn.  

 

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilman Jimmie 

Edward to adjourn the Public Works Committee. 

On roll call vote: YEAS:  Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and                

Jimmie Edwards.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Alvin Stelly. ABSTAINED: None. 

Motion carried. 
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