ST. LANDRY PARISH COUNCIL
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 2", 2025
OLD CITY MARKET, 131 W. BELLEVUE ST.
OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

1. Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere called this meeting of the Public Works Committee
of the St. Landry Parish Council to order.

2. Roll Call: Nancy Carriere, Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and
Jimmie Edwards. ABSENT: Ex-Officio Jody White.

3. Person to address the Committee:

Ms. Flo Hammond addressed the Council. She stated, “Good evening. | am Flo Hammond.

I live at 1939 Johnson Street. | am the President of Gravity Drainage District 14. The whole
Drainage Board is here on behalf of Mr. Larry Davis who lives at 8342 HWY 182. He has
been having some issues with drainage on his property for about 1-1/2 years. We have talked
to Mr. Barry Soileau and there were suppose to be some funds from last year Mr. Bellard and
you all ran out of funds. It is an issue with that property on Daisy Lane. The drainage district
does not have heavy equipment and we cannot fix the problem because we don’t have access to
the machinery that it needed to fix the problem. We just want you all to be aware that this have
been ongoing for about 1 ¥2 years. Mr. Davis’s property and the property behind Piggly
Wiggly which is Daisy Lane needs some heavy equipment to come in and get it taken care of.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere questioned, “You spoke to me and I did not
understand where Mr. Davis lives.”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “He lives at: 8342 HWY 182.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “If I am not wrong I think HWY 182 is the
state and any ditching have to be done through the state.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Is this the back section of his house. | am familiar
with it. I was trying to remember. That goes into the City of Opelousas.”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “No Sir, no.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That is not the same one that we looked at when it
goes behind Daisy like the Old Lumber yard.”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “Yes, that is.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “So it goes into the subdivision, Indian Hills
Subdivision.”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “No, no.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Not that one.”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “No Piggly Wiggly. It is behind Piggly Wiggly off of Daisy Lane.
It is adjacent to the property behind Piggly Wiggly. There is a canal that runs between his
property and another gentleman’s property and that gentleman is also having drainage issues

but he could not come tonight so it is that canal.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I thought when you said HWY 182 but
the property is in the back.”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “That is his address but it is our canal, a parish canal.”



Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “What I am saying if [ am not mistaken that is the
same canal that ends up into the City of Opelousas and Indian Hills. We went and look at it
and there is a lot of drainage problems on that canal.”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “Ms. Winters is saying it does.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That is that same one that we looked at and we talked
about doing some stuff on that canal. | will have to get with the Mayor. Even if we do
anything it is going to get stopped in the city. We can work with the mayor on this one.”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “Okay awesome. If you guys would let the Drainage Board
introduce themselves. We just got renewed. The St. Landry Gravity Drainage District No. 14
Members introduced themselves: Mr. Howard Jolivette, Ms. Eva Noel, Ms. Mary Daigle and
Ms. Beverly Reynolds.”

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Do you all turn in an Audit Report to Parish
Government?”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “Yes.”
Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned “Mr. Bellard do you receive any?”
Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “It comes to the council.”

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I have never seen one. Now, you all don’t have any
equipment at all?”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “No, we do not.”
Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “You all had a tractor at one time and you all got rid of it.”
Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “Right, it was not working so we did get rid of the tractor.”

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Do you all have any kind of equipment to do weed
control or dig anything?”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “No Sir, we contract out.”
Councilman Timmy Lejeune questioned, “What is your annual revenue?”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “Our Annual Revenue, I can’t give you the exact numbers but it is
between $33,000.00 and $36,000.00.”

Public Work Chairwoman Nancy Carriere questioned, “What do you all have left in your
budget?”

Ms. Flo Hammond stated, “I don’t have that number but our Secretary Ms. Virginia Jones
would have that information. We have spoken to a contractor and it would be more money
than we take in one year to clean it. Thank you guys for your time, thank you Mr. Bellard.”

Mr. Howard Jolivette addressed the council. He stated, “Good evening. What | am here to
address is a violation and a lack of corrective action concerning the Twin Oak Apartments
which is at 8500 HWY 182 and the Dollar General Store. There is a sign right now at the Twin
Oak Apartments with violations on it but nothing have been done. The signs have been there
for about 2 months. The Twin Oak Apartments have overgrown grass and unmaintained
grounds. They have trash, sanitation and sewage related issues. They also have frequent
noises and reported gunfire. There is no visual on sight security or resident safety measures at
the Twin Oak Apartments. My other concern is the Dollar General across from where 1 live.
They have trash that have been overflowing around the premises and uncovered dumpsters.
They have sanitation issues and the delivery trucks cause traffic blockage. They also have loud
noises and disturbances during the night and a lack of security and outdoor lighting. I come
before the board to file this complaint and hopefully the Parish Code Enforcement could do
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something about this. I have contacted these departments and no action has been done. | have
contacted the state, the EPA. They commit violations but there is no corrections done. | am
hoping that someone can come out and take a look at it and see if any action can be done.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Mr. Jolivette, we are going to take care of what we
can. Some of that stuff is out of our jurisdiction but for the overgrown grass we are going to
follow up with that. Ihad to go there for the last flood and it is ridiculous. I don’t know how
people live like that.”

Mr. Howard Jolivette stated, “There is a sign right there. Code Enforcement put the sign
there. It has been there about 2 months and nothing have been done.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We will go there tomorrow and follow up with that
one. The paper and the other stuff, we can do some stuff but the loud noise and the traffic, |
will ask the Sheriff’s Office, but we will do what we can on our end. As far as the sewer we
did pass an ordinance that allows us to do certain things with sewers because of the state
department. If you call the Board of Health they are going to ask you about your sewer line
first. So we took it upon ourselves to draft an ordinance so that way we will be able to take
care of that as well. We will look at that tomorrow.”

Mr. Howard Jolivette stated, “I have been working with the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality since 2009. They have had constant violations all of these years and
nothing have been done about it. | have a book long of records and nothing is being done. |
stay right next to it. Sewage overflows in my yard, you were out there.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes Sir, we will follow up with it.”

Mr. Hoard Jolivette stated, “Thank you.”

Public Works Report:

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “You all should have a copy. Barry is on vacation.
You all should have a copy of the Public Works Report for June.

Boomed Axed 3 Roads
Culvert Cleaned 12 Roads
Culvert Installation 9 Roads
Debris Removal 45 Roads
Ditching 12 Roads
Grading 50 Roads
Material Spreading 7 Roads
Patching 35 Roads
Shredded 78 Roads
Sign Installation 13 Roads
Tree Removal 10 Roads
Washout 9 Roads

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilman Jimmie Edwards
to accept the Public Works Report.

On roll call vote: YEAS: Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and
Jimmie Edwards. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. ABSTAINED: None.

Motion carried.

Forward all applications received for two appointments to the Public Works Commission
District Five for a four-year term. (07-12-2025 — 07-22-2029).

A motion was made by Councilwoman Mildred Thierry, seconded by Councilman Wayne
Ardoin to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, July 16, 2025 all applications
received for two appointments to the Public Works Commission District Five for a four-year
term. (07-22-2025 — 07-22-2029).



On roll call vote: YEAS: Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and
Jimmie Edwards. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. ABSTAINED: None.
Motion forwarded.

Forward all applications received for one appointment to the Public Works Commission
District Six for a four-year term. (05-17-2025 — 05-17-2029).

A motion was made by Councilwoman Mildred Thierry, seconded by Councilman Alvin Stelly
to forward to Regular Meeting held on Wednesday, July 16, 2025 all applications received for
one appointment to the Public Works Commission District Six for a four-year term.
(05-17-2025 — 05-17-2029).

On roll call vote: YEAS: Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and
Jimmie Edwards. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. ABSTAINED: None.

Motion forwarded.

How much are we currently charging to cut lots and what is the possibility of spraying
grass control on those lots? (Councilman Timmy Lejeune).

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “Mr. Bellard, the reason I bought this up is because |
know in my district we have a lot of repeats, long grass and people are not taking care of their
subdivisions and properties that they own. Some of this grass is about 6 feet tall and some of it
is about 4 feet tall, there is just a lot going on. I don’t know how much we are charging to cut
$100.00 or $300.00 is there any way that the first offense is $300.00 and the second offense is
$800.00 and the third offense is $1,500.00 or we can go and spray it with Round-Up and kill all
of their grass so we won’t have to go back for a long time. Something has to happen.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I agree but we can’t spray the grass and kill it because
then they will sue us. The steps that we are taking now even if we charge $100.00 for a regular
yard plus administrative cost and it goes up accordingly to the amount of time that we spend
out on the property and everything else we are probably cheaper than a contractor would be.
The difference is now in July we passed that ordinance that we are going to attach it to their tax
sale. Whenever they come and pay their taxes they have to pay us back. | think once they start
having to pay it they are going to start doing their own yard work. Trust me we charge them
what we need to charge them within the reason that we can according to the ordinance but they
are still not paying it. Now that this ordinance is going to pass hopefully then we are going to
put it on the Tax Roll and either they are going to pay it or their property is going to be put up
for the parish. It is unfortunate but we have to do that because we have so many repeats. If
you look on HWY 190 by Ms. Cravins house that lot in between there that guy does not care.
We tore the house down and we cleaned that property up and we have to cut the grass on a
regular basis. He is not going to pay it. Now that we are going to put it on a Tax Roll he has
no choice or we will sell the property and get our money back, some kind of way we will get
our money back but before we did not have any mechanism in place but this will work for us |
believe.”

Councilman Timmy Lejeune questioned, “Who controls the volume of charges on there?”
Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We follow the ordinance.”

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “It is part of the ordinance? Is there a law that we can’t
charge them $300.00?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I will have to look at the ordinance again but if we
follow the ordinance we can change the ordinance that is not a problem.”

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “I know that we only have a few months left in this year
and the Tax Roll is going to come out and it is on there if there are any reasons that we have a
repeat next summer with a lot of these properties then | think that did not shake them up
enough. We may have to really, really shake them up a lot. In my opinion the same people
that are shredding grass are the same people who are shredding grass on the shoulder and they
are the same people who may go out and clean out a culvert. Therefore they are taking
services away from people for little money that is well needed throughout the parish.”
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Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I tell you what I am going to do. I will pull that
ordinance and we are going to look at it and then we will make sure that you all get a copy of it
so you all can look at it. If you all think that we can change it and make it stricter I am all in
favor because that is going to slow down a lot of our calls.”

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “That would be great, thank you.”
Councilman Alvin Stelly questioned, “They have been spraying in my District but they have
some of those roads will be lost if they are continued to be sprayed. Like on Seven Arpents

Road they have a Coolie that follows, it is washing underneath the road right now.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Okay, there suppose to be a Bermuda Release
Program where the good grass stays but evidently it is not working.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “No, we tried that on our Coolie in our District and we had to
quit that. 1 have another problem. | keep bring it up, Mushroom Road. | am getting
complaints about that. He parks his trailer on the road at night and blocks one half of the
road.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I can call the Sheriff’s Office on that part or I can get
Spencer to go.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “What are we going to do with the trash? I wish you would
see that. Did you go there lately?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Not lately, no I did not.”
Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “Oh my God, it is unreal.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We already did all the process on that one and Barry’s
people went out there.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “That is 3 years that we have been fighting that Jessie.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I know. That is one of those repeaters that just never
stops.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “What do we need to do? We can’t do nothing with it?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We are going to have too. It is just a matter of
pushing envelopes down the road. We will get on it and I will get with Barry.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “The neighbors are getting fed up with that.”
Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I don’t blame them, I don’t blame them.”

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “We have an ordinance in the works right now as far as
assessing people with the taxes.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes sir it should be in the July meeting I believe for
the adoption.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere questioned, “I have no problem with us fining
people when they don’t cut their grass but my question concern is this: With all of the rain and
sometimes we have an entire week of rain and they can’t get on their property are we making
exceptions for things like that?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Definitely, the ones with the most complaints are the
ones that have the weeds taller than the grass and it has been longer than just the rain.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I know at one time we had a height
limit.”



Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “It is in the ordinance. | want to say it is 2 feet. It
depends. If it is considered to be a hay patch then we don’t do anything about it but most of
the time we have the weeds that are growing taller than the grass is because they are not taking
care of it.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I don’t have a problem with any of that I
am just asking you to clarify it. The last thing is this, I live in a subdivision and there are
empty lots, we are not concerned about farm land because we know that they are trying to
grow hay.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “If it is considered to be hay yes but if it is not hay we
take care of it.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “If it is in a subdivision can you let us
know what the height is. | have people calling me all the time and it maybe just one foot high
but their grass is manicured and they want their neighbors grass to be manicured to 2 or 3
inches and you just can’t do that. That is why | wanted to know the height limit.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I will get you a copy of it so we can make sure, |
forgot. It is either 18 inches or 24 inches depending on where it is located. | am not exactly
sure but we will find out and we will get it to you tomorrow.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Lastly, since we are talking about the
grass Ms. Beverly wanted to mention it tonight but since she is gone I will mention it. Off of
Plantation Road and HWY 182 but mostly on Plantation, | have called the state but if you can
call them | would appreciate it for HWY 182 there are chairs by Angie in the ditch, a plastic
chair and they have tall grass and it is bad. | called the state several times and | was going to
make another call but if you all can call too that would be great. HWY 182, the drainage is
poor on both sides and I don’t know if anyone sees the other side.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “It is unfortunate but that kind of stuff we can go and
pick up ourselves but on HWY 167 and HWY 182 the drainage is horrible there.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “It needs to be cleaned because right now
it is slushed and it is bad. The last thing is on Country Ridge, | got a call today about trees that
fell. People are picking them up but they are throwing them in the ditch. So there are big
limbs on Country Ridge and check on HWY 182 and on Plantation Road. Plantation needs to
be cut.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That won’t be a problem.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “l want to clarify this because | wanted
her to hear it. | think that you all are not cutting, you all are only spraying.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “No, we cutting. The spraying is catching up to us
thank God but we are cutting, we are cutting grass.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “| had some people off of Ovey Benoit
Road that were concerned about the spraying because of the animals.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “It should be okay with the animals.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Most animals don’t eat grass unless they
are out in the pasture anyway but that is my concerns if you all can take care of those two
things.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes we will take care of that.”

Councilwoman Vivian Olivier questioned, “I want to know about Cankton Road. Remember |
asked you about Menard Road?”



Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I will have to talk to Barry about that. Barry and |
talked about that. T am not sure what he came up with.”

Councilwoman Vivian Olivier stated, “We had not figured out whether it was for the state or
not.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Barry was going to get with Brandon the state guy
and they were going to work something out. He did not tell me one way or the other. He is on
vacation this week but I will get with Precious to make sure that we follow up on that.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “One last thing, | also saw Carrington
Place on TV. Is that a private road?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That is correct. | am glad that you asked that question
to make sure that we made that announcement. Carrington Place is a private road and we can’t
do anything on private roads. Trust me, we have been trying to work with certain people but
Carrington Place is a private road and we really can’t do nothing about it. I am glad you
brought that up because I wanted to say that but I forgot.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “It is so unfortunate and I hope everyone
is listening on Facebook. | have gotten many calls about private roads and it is not a choice
decision it is a law so I hope that the people can understand that.”

Discuss the upkeep around the Solar Farms. (Councilwoman Mildred Thierry).

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Mr. Bellard on behalf of the residents in the area of
the Solar Panels in the parish | would like to make a suggestion that we designate a Parish
Government Employee to do a monthly drive through around those Solar Panels to make
certain that they are in compliance. Even before the rain started they were slacking with the
grass cutting. That is unfair to the people living near those panels. So could we put something
in place whereas on a monthly basis we have a designated person do a drive through? If they
see that they need to be reminded give them a call?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes, you are looking at her.”

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Okay, thank you. | will check and see to make sure
that you remembered.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Since she mentioned that I am thinking
about what Mr. Jolivette said. | know that he said that they violated everything with the
apartments but with the trash could that fall under littering or can we do something about it?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Oh no, | think there is a way to handle it. If it is
coming from their dumpsters and to prove a criminal charge would be kind of hard but it is
going to be in violation of our code but we can do a civil part of it.”

Public works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I was asking because a lot of dumpsters
are locked. After hours the store should be responsible to lock their dumpsters and they won’t
be able to worry about people going to dump. If she if driving around and she see that it is
overflowing and there are flies can we go and talk to the manager or talk to someone?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I just don’t know. Mr. Duplechain when it comes to
the actual statue | see that it is a problem and I don’t know if they are actually breaking the
law that is the problem.”

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “On the criminal side as far as Criminal Citation for
littering we had 4 guilty pleas today for littering. On the civil side we have a Junk Ordinance
that can be enforced if there is junk in someone’s front yard. Of course going back to the
overgrown weeds and grass once the work is done and the invoice is sent the owner probably
does not pay it and you put liens on those properties and those liens have been paid off recently
because we have cancelled some of them in regards to Junk Ordinance, overgrown grass,
littering and things like that as far as the criminal side and the civil side.”
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Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “I don’t know if you answered the
question as far as the dumpsters.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I don’t know if we can enforce it. I don’t know if we
have statue that dictates what we do with dumpsters.”

Legal Counsel Garett Duplechain stated, “If there is a dumpster in someone’s front yard then
our Code Enforcement would take a look at our Junk Ordinance and see if it applies and
inspect it and examine it and see if the Junk Ordinance would be applied to someone who has
junk in their front yard, so it could fit under that ordinance.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “If you remember and recall Mr. Ardoin
had a concern about an apartment building where cars were staying parked and broken. | was
wondering what could be done to help the neighbors of a business who should be responsible
to keep their business properly safe for everyone.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “We are going to look at it tomorrow morning and see
what we can do with it.”

Discuss an update on the dredging of Bayou Carron. (Councilwoman Mildred Thierry).

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “I think Mr. Bellard already dealt with that earlier.
Maybe he has something to add.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I want to make sure that we are clear on something, it
is not dredging. | know that is what is worded here because God help us if the Core of
Engineers even sees that word dredging. We are just cleaning the actual bayous by taking the
debris out. We are not touching the bottom and digging anything because they don’t want to
let us dig anything. We are at the point where we are at the ending of it and they want to go
more with the money. We are waiting for them to get reclassified for that $107,000.00 to go a
little bit further.”

Discuss any other business properly brought before this committee.

Councilman Alvin Stelly questioned, “Mr. Bellard did you hear anything about the Bayou
Portage Bridge? Barry told me something about it costing about $140,000.00 for repairs.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes Sir. We did get the Engineers Report right after
the TV station report.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “Something is wrong with this.”
Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “It is the pilings that are bad underneath there.”
Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “Well the pilings must have been bad.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That is what I said. In less than a year it got that
bad.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “Yes, there is something wrong.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I am with you on that. I was shocked as well but that
is the report that they gave us.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “I don’t know if you all went to the bridge lately but
somebody went on this side of the Portage Bridge and they open up those barricades but they
could not open those on the other side by the levy but on this side they opened them up and |
don’t know how they opened them up.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I will ask someone to go tomorrow and look at it and
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Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “Somebody could get hurt. | was suppose to call you
yesterday and I forgot about it.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That is not a problem, we will go tomorrow.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “I don’t know how did they move those big cement
barricades?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That is where we placed those heavy ones so they
can’t move them. I guess they went with a tractor or something.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “They moved one side for sure. What is going to happen with
that bridge?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “They got the P.O. so they are going to do their work.
That company that we gave the P.O. too, we are waiting on them at this point.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “The same people.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “I want to say the same people who fixed the top of the
bridge the last time.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly questioned, “Who is going to be liable to pay that again?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That is all on us. That is our bridge. | would like to
give it away if we could.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “That is going to cost like a new bridge.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That bridge is so big that is why it is costing so
much.”

Councilman Alvin Stelly stated, “Something is wrong. In less than a year that bridge went
bad. They checked and said they checked it when a new deck was put.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Trust me I don’t know anything about bridges but |
am kind of Leary about that one.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere questioned, “Is that the same bridge that was on
TvV?”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes Ma’am.”

Public Works Chairwoman Nancy Carriere stated, “Did he give notice that that bridge was
going to be closed? He said it as if he rode up there then all of a sudden the bridge was
closed.”

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Whenever the State does their inspections they will
call us and tell us what they recommend. Their recommendation was to shut it down
immediately so we did that. Again it is up to us to decide whether or not we are going to close
it. On the Off System Bridge Replacement Program part of the deal is that we listen to what
State Engineers say. When they put it in writing and if someone gets hurt or killed it will be on
me so I take their word for it. It happened at that very time and no notice was given.”

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “I want to advise the council and let the news media know
what DOTD gave us on June 11", 2025. It was lead out for bid that HWY 178 from HWY 182
at HWY 178 and it goes on the back side through Sunset and comes up at HWY 182 at the red
light by the old Domengeaux Lumber Company. It was lead out for bid and Elliott
Construction Company is the low bidder on it. It was lead out on May 14", 2025 and
according to the engineer that sent Sherell the letter they should be starting in late August or
early September, 2025. At least we will have one road that will be in decent shape. | have a
copy of the letter here if anybody wants a copy.”
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11. Adjourn.

A motion was made by Councilman Wayne Ardoin, seconded by Councilman Jimmie Edwards
adjourn the Public Works Committee.

On roll call vote: YEAS: Mildred Thierry, Alvin Stelly, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin and
Jimmie Edwards. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None. ABSTAINED: None.

Motion carried.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THE FOREGOING TO BE EXACT AND TRUE
KAREN BARLOW, ASSISTANT COUNCIL CLERK
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