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ST. LANDRY PARISH COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING  

ST. LANDRY PARISH ENERGY BOARD MEETING    

WEDNESDAY JUNE 25th, 2025 @ 5:00 P.M. 

OLD CITY MARKET, 131 W BELLEVUE ST 

OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA 

 

MINUTES 

 

I. This meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairwoman Vivian Olivier. 

 

II. The Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation was said by Councilman Faltery Jolivette. 

 

III. Roll Call:  PRESENT: Faltery Jolivette, Mildred Thierry, Wayne Ardoin, Timmy Lejeune, 

Jimmie Edwards and Ernest Blanchard.   ABSENT: Chairman Jody White, Nancy Carriere, 

Harold Taylor, Ken Marks, Alvin Stelly and Dexter Brown. 

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None. 

 

V. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION: 

 

1. Payment in Lieu of Tax Agreement and Lease Agreement by and between St. Landry 

Parish Energy District (as Lessor) and Opelousas Solar, LLC 

(as Lessee). 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The first one is with NextEra.  We already have one 

working with them now as you all recall, this one mirrors the first one.  65-35 split and the sales 

tax goes straight to the school board and half of the state sales tax will be eliminated and paid to 

the district.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Mr. Bellard, what is our percentage that we are going 

to receive as Parish Government from that tax?  The amount that goes to the School Board, will 

everyone will get some of that tax?  What is Parish Government’s amount?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “It will be divided up.  It goes to the School Board and 

they will divide it up like they do any other sales tax that comes in.  We get out two cent sales 

tax on the Smooth Ride Home and the rest of the agencies in the parish will get their taxes.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Are there some provisions in there to where as if it 

does go de-flunked their property is turned back over to what it was originally?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “That is correct.  That will be underneath our ordinance 

under the Decommissioning Plan.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Okay, thank you Madam Chair.” 

 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry questioned, “I know one of the companies when we found out 

about it they had already gone and hand selected some land owners to lease them some property 

and have them paying them rent for maybe like a couple of years.  When other homeowners 

found out about this they were upset and so was I because they were not given a fair chance 

because there were others in the area who have 40 or 50 acers of land that they would have been 

happy to lease but they did not know anything about it.  I would hope if we would go forward 

with this we would have them go to the Clerk of Courts Office and get a list of every land owner 

in the area that they are referring to and make sure that these people have the opportunity to be 

invited to a Public Meeting where they can discuss what is going to happen and they can have 

the opportunity if they want to have their land looked at to possibly rent it and not just put 

something there.  They had been having meeting and we did not know anything about it and 

some of it was in my district but no-one had said anything until I started questioning around and 

found out what was going on.  I would hope that it would be more open to the public, especially 

those in that area and everyone given the same opportunity if they are land owners and they want 

to lease some of their land to do so and not just a few selected people.” 
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Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “So when it comes to that part of it that is a business 

decision that these companies have to do.  They have land people that go out and pick the land 

that is needed.  Not everybody gets picked and there is no requirements saying that they have to 

go and ask everybody.  We do have a Public Hearing and everybody is invited to the Public 

Hearing whenever everything comes out.  There is nothing that we can do, we don’t have any 

zoning in our parish so we can’t make people do something that is not in our ordinance or 

anything.  I can ask them but again like you just finished saying they are here a long time before 

they come and see us and that is because it is done to benefit the company.  That is just how it is. 

There is nothing that we can do about it.  To answer other people’s questions you do what you 

can and we do what we can but we don’t have the zoning.  I promise you the people that are 

affected by this now would want zoning, prior to this they do not want zoning.  If it affects them 

now they want zoning, so they can’t have both.  I can ask them and hopefully they would do it 

but we can’t require them too.” 

 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Another thing, with the upkeep, I remember they 

promised us that they would have all of these fabulous trees where you would not be able to see 

the paneling and they would keep the grass cut.  Several times I have passed out there and the 

grass is horrible and it needs to be cut.  Somebody needs to put some pressure on them.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “They have that in the agreement, the trees are planted 

over there in Plaisance and they will have to grow into it.  The grass part of it like everybody else 

with all of this rain they cannot cut.  I am on them over there.  Whenever somebody calls me 

about it I call the people and they take care of it.  I don’t go and ride but whenever somebody 

calls I calls them to make sure that they go and take care of it.” 

 

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “Their leasing process is like Mineral Rights or Oil Leases 

where they may lease your piece of property and never do anything and the term runs out.  Is that 

the same operation?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The exact same thing. They don’t activate their leases 

until they need them or whenever they are sure they are going to do the project.  They pay a 

small stipend to hold it but it is not activated until they are ready to pull the trigger which could 

be 3 or 4 years down the line.” 

 

Councilman Timmy Lejeune stated, “No further questions, thank you.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “So we need a motion to accept this.” 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Mildred Thierry, seconded by Councilman Timmy 

Lejeune to authorize the Parish President to sign the Payment in Lieu of Tax Agreement and 

Lease Agreement by and between the St. Landry Parish Energy District (as Lessor) and 

Opelousas Solar, LLC (as Lessee). 

On roll call vote:  YEAS:  Faltery Jolivette, Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin,  

Timmy Lejeune, Jimmie Edwards, and Ernest Blanchard. NAYS:  None.  ABSENT: Jody White, 

Nancy Carriere, Harold Taylor, Ken Marks, Alvin Stelly and Dexter Brown.   ABSTAINED:  None. 

WHEREUPON, this motion was adopted on this, the 25th, day of June, 2025. 

 

2. Authorize Parish President Jessie Bellard to sign the Economic Development Financing 

Agreement between St. Landry Parish Energy District and Boulevard Associates, LLC. 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The next item is basically the same company.  It is just 

authorizing us to go into an agreement with Boulevard Associates, LLC.  It is NextEra Energy.” 

 

Vice Chairwoman Vivian Olivier questioned, “Do we need a motion for that one?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “Yes Ma’am.” 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Jimmie Edwards, seconded by Councilman Timmy Lejeune 

to authorize the Parish President to sign the Economic Development Financing Agreement 

between St. Landry Parish Energy District and Boulevard Associates, LLC. 
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On roll call vote:  YEAS:  Faltery Jolivette, Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin,  

Timmy Lejeune, Jimmie Edwards, and Ernest Blanchard. NAYS:  None.  ABSENT: Jody White, 

Nancy Carriere, Harold Taylor, Ken Marks, Alvin Stelly and Dexter Brown.   ABSTAINED:  None. 

WHEREUPON, this motion was adopted on this, the 25th, day of June, 2025. 

 

3. Payment in Lieu of Tax Agreement and Lease Agreement by and between 

St. Landry Parish Energy District (as Lessor) and Cordelio Devco 9, LLC 

(as Lessee). 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The next item is the private agreement with Cordelio 

Energy which is the Windfarm okay.  This is the first of its kind for us and our parish.  We did 

pass an ordinance and everything is in compliance.  It mirrors the Solar Ordinance and it mirrors 

the Solar Agreements. We did the same thing 65-35, the same percentages of everything.  During 

this conversation they were talking about the noise and the foot print.  We went to Mississippi 

and looked at one of the farms, one of the newest farms that they had, not Cordelios’ but I think 

another company.  The noise is to a minimum, there is hardly anything.  If you hear it you will 

have to be close to it. The foot print is like ½ acre or ¾ of an acre.  They can utilize their farm 

land at the same time.  I talked to the farmers in Mississippi and they had more farm land and 

they would lease out more land because it is a win, win for them.  I think it is something like 1 

for every 250 or 275 acres.  You will not see a whole bunch of them but the surprise for me is we 

have wind in our parish that they want so I say we let them have it.” 

 

Councilman Timmy Lejeune questioned, “In this agreement if something happens and it goes 

sour do they go and take it out?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The same thing happens with the Decommissioning 

Plan in our ordinance, yes.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “How many acres are we talking about Mr. Bellard?” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “This goes into our parish and Evangeline Parish.  I 

forgot the amount of acreage.  We have Brian Fontenot with Cordelio here and he is hopping 

along.” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio addressed the council.  He stated, “The bulk of our project is in 

Evangeline Parish near Chataignier, the farming community of Chataignier.  We have had a lot 

of success with speaking with landowners, those farmers really like the idea that it is not going to 

take their land out of its primary use of agriculture.  As to date the project has a footprint of 

about 18,000 acres, a large footprint that will likely get reduced once we get further along into 

environmental studies setbacks.  We have airport Buffer Zones so things kind of get tightened up 

and cleaned up.  In St. Landry Parish we currently have about 1,200 acres right there at the 

border of Evangeline and St. Landry, sort of on the western side of the parish.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Will everything be on the north of HWY 190?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “Yes sir that is correct.” 

 

Mr. Bobby Ardoin, Editor questioned, “Is it along LA 29 between Ville Platte?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “Yes Sir.  It would be kind of deep in the fields there but 

that is part of the project, yes sir.  We are a little ways away from any kind of construction.  We 

are looking likely at 2030 to get through all of the permitting and studies ahead.  We are 

relatively early but the land work is kind of coming towards an end.” 

 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry questioned, “Excuse me did you say the land work is coming to 

an end?  What do you mean?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “Well the land footprint has been well established.” 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The leases.” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “The leases, yes ma’am.” 
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Councilwoman Mildred Thierry questioned, “So you pretty much already selected those who 

will be leasing property.” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “Not entirely accurate.  The overall boundary of the 

project have been established.  We have done a number of studies before we even go into an area 

to figure out and make sure that we stay out of these Airport Buffer Zones or any kind of wetland 

areas.  We have established a boundary and we have partnered with the majority of the major 

farm landowners.  There are a lot of remaining landowners in that boundary that we are going to 

continue to reach out to over the next several years most of which would be 100 acre owners or 

less, there a quite a few that we will be speaking with over the next several years.” 

 

Councilwoman Mildred Thierry stated, “Thank you.” 

 

Councilman Faltery Jolivette questioned, “Mr. Fontenot, the analysis as far as safety and all of 

that goes in the years what is the projected run time on the windmills?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “Yes Sir, some modern day turbines have an average life 

span of right about 25 years.  Every wind lease that we have signed have a 30 year minimum, it 

is a long term energy production project so a 30 year minimum on the lease with 2 additional 10 

year options for up to 50 years maximum.  Modern Day Turbines usually about the year 2025 is 

when we do what we call a repowering where turbine blades or components will then be changed 

out to newer more efficient technologies and things like that.” 

 

Councilman Faltery Jolivette questioned, “If things go soft and the project is scrapped what do 

you do with the Turbines that are standing there?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “Yes Sir, we have a Development Agreement, a 

Decommissioning Agreement and a Road use Agreement that we also like to propose to the 

parishes.  We have yet to get to that point with Evangeline and St. Landry but we certainly want 

to get those in place to make sure that we are taking care of and none of these assets will be left 

on sight at the end of life of the project or in the rare event of a bankruptcy of our company.  

Also to mention at a certain point and time a lot of the blades and components ended up in the 

landfill, thankfully today over 95% of all of the components are recycled.” 

 

Councilman Faltery Jolivette questioned, “Okay cool so they can be put in a municipal 

landfill?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “Yes, when we decommissioned the majority will be 

taken off sight for recycling, a small percentage.” 

 

Councilman Faltery Jolivette stated, “I will have more detailed question to come later.  I 

appreciate it.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin questioned, “Ms. Vivian was talking about the grass cutting and 

keeping the property up with the Turbines we are not going to worry about that because the 

landowner is going to take care of the property, am I correct, if he is going to be still farming it?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “That is correct.  Farming operations comes really right 

up to the base of the turbine.  We have what is called a beauty ring at the base of each turbine, 

usually about a 40 foot diameter buildup of Aggregate and stone, keeping that base clean for 

those crops and plants.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “We won’t have that problem like they have with the Solar 

Panel?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “No sir.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Are you still involved with the Solar Panels on the Ville 

Platte Hwy?” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “No, no we don’t do any solar.” 
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Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “You are just involved in locating the properties.” 

 

Mr. Brian Fontenot of Cordelio stated, “Yes Sir.” 

 

Councilman Wayne Ardoin stated, “Thank you, Thank you Madam Chairwoman.” 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Timmy Lejeune seconded by Councilman Ernest Blanchard 

to authorize the Parish President to sign the Payment in Lieu of Tax Agreement and Lease 

Agreement by and between St. Landry Parish Energy District (as Lessor) and Cordelio Devco 9, 

LLC (as Lessee). 

On roll call vote:  YEAS:  Faltery Jolivette, Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin,  

Timmy Lejeune, Jimmie Edwards, and Ernest Blanchard. NAYS:  None.  ABSENT: Jody White, 

Nancy Carriere, Harold Taylor, Ken Marks, Alvin Stelly and Dexter Brown.   ABSTAINED:  None. 

WHEREUPON, this motion was adopted on this, the 25th, day of June, 2025. 

 

4. Authorize Parish President Jessie Bellard to sign the Economic Development Financing 

Agreement between St. Landry Parish Energy District and Cordelio Devco 9, LLC. 

 

Parish President Jessie Bellard stated, “The same thing with the agreement on the second part, 

item No. 4.  The same thing.” 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Jimmie Edwards, seconded by Councilman Timmy Lejeune 

to authorize the Parish President to sign the Economic Development Financing Agreement 

between St. Landry Parish Energy District and Cordelio Devco 9, LLC. 

On roll call vote:  YEAS:  Faltery Jolivette, Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin,  

Timmy Lejeune, Jimmie Edwards, and Ernest Blanchard. NAYS:  None.  ABSENT: Jody White, 

Nancy Carriere, Harold Taylor, Ken Marks, Alvin Stelly and Dexter Brown.   ABSTAINED:  None. 

WHEREUPON, this motion was adopted on this, the 25th, day of June, 2025. 

 

VI. ADJOURN: 

A motion was made by Councilman Timmy Lejeune, seconded by Councilwoman                      

Mildred Thierry to adjourn the St. Landry Parish Energy Board Meeting. 

On roll call vote:  YEAS:  Faltery Jolivette, Mildred Thierry, Vivian Olivier, Wayne Ardoin,  

Timmy Lejeune, Jimmie Edwards, and Ernest Blanchard. NAYS:  None.  ABSENT: Jody White,  

Nancy Carriere, Harold Taylor, Ken Marks, Alvin Stelly and Dexter Brown.   ABSTAINED:  None. 

WHEREUPON, this motion was adopted on this, the 25th, day of June, 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THE FOREGOING TO BE EXACT AND TRUE  

KAREN BARLOW, ASSISTANT COUNCIL CLERK 

 


